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FOREWORD

I am happy to write a Foreword for the book entitled
""Women Education in vedic period". The Vedas are
considered as the earliest record of human knowledge current
in the then society. Vedas are known as Sruti and they were
passed on from generation to generation through the oral
tradition. It has now been universally acknowledged that the
level of learning available in the Vedas is perhaps of the highest
order that mankind could ever reach. The contents of the Vedas
covered the entire field of human wisdom; in fact, they went
beyond it and the contents related to aspects of divinity.

Man and woman were conceived as complementary and
inter-dependent and together made on single unit. NarT and
Purusa, therefore, were half and half and when joined made a
complete whole. In ancient India, society was divided into
four classes: Bramhana (teacher); Ksatriya (warrior); Vaisya
(trader) and Studra (helpers to society). The division was not
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according to birth, but according to the occupation one
adopted. There were several instances where by change of
occupation or profession, one changed his category. In the
absence of any rigidity about the Varna-division-women of
any particular class in society were not looked down and in
Vedic times, Man and Woman appeared to have social equality
subject, of course, to the position that the husband was looked
upon as the protector of his wife and the wife looked upon
the husband as her master.

In the family, the position of the wife was, indecd, high.
GrhinT, as she used to be known, gave her the position of
_controller of the house. The husband did not interfere in the
autonomy she enjoyed in administering the household. While
the husband (Karta) had overall control, in the absence of
interference, the GrhinT appeared to be the real and affective
administrator and, as a fact, was in a position to manage the
affairs of the family according to her perception. The oft-
quoted statement that **Gods roam about in that society where
women are worshipped" is, indeed, a real description of the
position in the Vedic period. In the Scriptures, the position
assigned to Durga is an appropriate extolling of the position
of pride offered to Mother. The position assigned in the post-
Vedic period to SatT, STta, MahakalsmT, Anustya, SavitrT
and Ahalya is illustrative of this situation. PujyasrT
Chandrasekharendra, SaraswatT Swamy, the Paramacharya
.of Kanchi muth, has said (See, Hindu Dharma) :-

"It is not that the girl is considered inferior and asked to
surrender to a man-that is her husband. The boy too i1s asked
to surrender as a child to the guru. It is the view of the Sastras
that the age at which the girl is married and surrenders to her



husband must be the same as that at which the boy surrenders
to the guru.

Talking of the husband and the wife, the question whether
the one is superior to the other or inferior is of no consequence.
Equally unimportant is the question of rights and status. If
this is realised, surrender will be seen to be of the utmost
importance. We must appreciate the fact that it is in keeping
with this view that the concept of Upanayana has taken shape
in the case of boys and of marriage in the case of girls."

Upanayana was prescribed for the three higher castes and
for those who served by doing manual work, it was not
provided. In fact, the Gurukula system of education was meant
for the boys of the three higher castes and Upanayan was the
gate of entitlement for entry into the Gurukula.

In the Vedic times, there appears to have been no
restriction on women getting educated. Prof. Satchidananda
Murty in his book, Vedic Hermencutics has stated :-

" To summarise, the Veda itself claims to be an universal
scripture meant for all human beings. Whoever has the sincere
desire (arthitva) and capacity (samarthya) is eligible to study
it either in the original or in its translations. Some smrtis and
sages assert that SGidras and women are not entitled to Vedic
study, while other simrtis and sages maintain that they too arc
entitled. Good sense, justice and rcason demand that the latter
view be accepted. Everyone has the right to the highest
wisdom from the best source available. Moreover, as the
Western scholars (who according to some smrti writers would
be mlcechas) as well as those who are not traivarnikas (c.g..
Prince Dara Shikoh. Swami Vivekananda and Sri Aurobindo)
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have studied, edited, translated, expounded. or published the
Vedas and Upanisads, it is not only unjust but ridiculous to
support any more the tabu on Vedic study. People of all castes
including the "Harijans' and "Girijans' and of all nationalities-
irrespective of their sexsshould be encouraged to study the
Veda."

Woman was recognised as ardhanginT of the husband
and had equal status in the matter of education, there being
no taboo of any sort. GargT represents womanhood in the
traditional Indian society in the field of education and records
are replete to suppdrt the fact of availability of education for
women.

In Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan's publication, The Vedas, there
is clear indication at pp. 253-254 that the Dharma Sastras did
prescribe a system of education even for the class of helpers
of the society. According to requirement, system of education
was perhaps different from that meant for the higher castes,
but irrespective of sex, education was available to all. The
purpose and meaning of the ceremonies and rituals had to be
understood by those who performed them and, therefore, the
basic education which would provide the capacity to
understand the same was required. It is true that Gurukulas
which were the prevalent educational institutions for formal
teaching were not open to women. The structure and the
system of running of Gurukulas were not perhaps suitable for
keeping women students. The teaching facility was, however,
available within the family and often the huabsnd turned to
be the teacher of his wife. There have been scveral instances
where women have exhibited exceptional learning. Acharya

¢

Sankara entered into debate with Mandana Misra and when
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he failed, his wife offered challenge. This is a matter of record.
In fact, the great Sankara at one stage conceded defeat and
came back equipped to face the challengc later.

Vedic times had, therefore, no restriction on education
of women and social inhibition on the ground of sex was not
being practised, though adequate cducational institutions for
formal education were perhaps not available.

During the post-Vedic era, women lost the'elevation and
became confined to the family house. The author has gone
into the matter in depth and presented a brilliant analysis of
the material to reach her conclusion.

The issue of status of women and their right to equal
opportunity including education is of great importance today.
For quite some time, a struggle is on for women's
emancipation. There can be no two opinions that women are
entitled to their status and position which can not be inferior
to those of man. The claim of cquality postulates adequate
opportunity for education and an opportunity to deliver the
excellence out of the potentialities provided by nature.
Drawing out excellence from every person being the goal of
education, every man and woman should have tull facility to
obtain the best of education.

Women's education through the ages has assumed
importance and in the present set-up, women's learning during
the Vedic times has become very relevant. This book certainly
presents a clear picture of the situation and would help the

reader in acquiring a clear and correct picture of the situation.
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